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The Honens International Piano Competition picks a winner tonight 
 
(Calgary, AB) – Tension builds as the search for the Honens International Piano 
Competition Laureates progresses to its final stage this week.  
 
The competition is based on “Discovering the Complete Artist” – 21st century 
musicians for 21st century audiences. Laureates are required to have an 
intellectual and emotional understanding of music and stir both the intellect and 
the emotions of the listener. A wide knowledge of related music, of musical 
literature and of the other arts, such as the visual and literary arts, is required.   
 
All under the age of 30, the five finalists have impressive backgrounds. 
Representing international talent from Ukraine, Russia and Switzerland, the 
musicians beat out 16 other quarter-finalists in the past two weeks of the 
competition.  
 
The Honens prize is one of the competition world’s most lucrative. The first prize 
is $35,000 plus a three-season artistic and career development program 
including performance engagements, residencies at The Banff Centre, 
production of recordings, mentoring and coaching. 
 
Music lovers can hear these world-class artists at their best with the Calgary 
Philharmonic Orchestra in the last round of competition tonight at the Jack Singer 
Concert Hall.  
 
In addition, the last of Honen’s “Music as a Second Language” appreciation 
lectures will take place before the final concert. 
 
This week’s CalgaryCulture.com highlights: 
 
For more information about these events, visit CalgaryCulture.com and follow us 
on Twitter @CalgaryCulture. 
 
Listings on CalgaryCulture.com are free for all Calgary artists and arts 
organizations, and all Calgarians are encouraged to sign up for the free 
newsletter from CalgaryCulture.com – it’s the easiest way to tap into the dozens 
of arts events, festivals and cultural celebrations happening each week in 
Calgary. 



 
Honens International Piano Competition Finals II 
November 6, 7:30pm 
Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts, Jack Singer Concert Hall, $40-85 
One of the world’s most prestigious events of its kind and Canada’s leading 
presenter of music for piano. Finalists perform with the Calgary Philharmonic 
Orchestra led by conductor Christoph Campestrini. Tickets through Honens.com. 
 
Music as a Second Language  
November 6, 6pm 
Epcor Centre for the Performing Arts, Jack Singer Concert Hall, FREE 
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Contact Information 
For interview requests and other inquiries, please contact: 
Melissa Kushnir 
Marketing Specialist, Calgary Arts Development 
Phone: (403) 264-5330 
Email: melissa.kushnir@calgaryartsdevelopment.com 
 
About Calgary Arts Development 
Calgary Arts Development was created in 2005 to lead long-term, strategic 
development of the arts sector in Calgary, guided by the 2004 Civic Arts Policy. 
Calgary Arts Development invests municipal arts funding of $3.75 million 
annually in 160 local arts organizations, provides support to the arts community, 
private developers and public and private sector funders engaged in arts space 
projects and engages in strategic marketing initiatives to increase arts 
participation and raise awareness of Calgary’s arts sector locally, nationally and 
internationally. Visit CalgaryArtsDevelopment.com for more information about our 
activities and initiatives. 
 
About Honens 
Honens International Piano Competition is among the world’s most prestigious 
events of its kind. It searches the world to discover “Complete Artists” – 21st 
century musicians for 21st century audiences. The Sixth Honens International 
Piano Competition, presented by Nexen Inc., and supported by Steinway & Sons, 
Irene Besse Keyboards Ltd, Macleod Dixon LLP, TransAlta, Enbridge Inc. and 
Optimal Payments, takes place in Calgary, October 22 to November 6, 2009. For 
more information visit honens.com. 
 


